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Finnish Vera Programme

As the Chairman of IAl International Council,
Executive Committee and |Al Nordic Chapter |
want to send my warm and sincere congratulations
to the new Japan |Al Newsdletter, especially because
the warm atmosphere in the IAl Tokyo meeting
1997 has a very specia place among my memories.
| wish that the new media will bring even more
enthusiastic members to 1Al Japan Chapter and
help us al in our international work. It is a great
pleasure and honour for me to have the possibility
to tell here about the Finnish nationa IT
programme "Vera - Information Networking in the
Construction Process'.
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Nordic Chapter: ARTO KIVINIEMI

Vera
STEP

Vera

The Finnish technology programmes create new
technologica know-how through the co-operation
of companies, research institutes and universities on
a specific field of technology or industry. Vera
programme started in 1997 and it is the biggest
R&D programme for the Finnish AEC/FM industry.
The time span for the programme is six years, 1997
- 2002, and the total budget is 170 million FIM, 4
billion ¥. Tekes, Technology Development Centre
of Finland, is funding 40% of the budget and the
rest is coming from the industry partners in
different projects.

Vera 1997
AEC/FM

1997 2002
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Tekes 40

The main focus in Vera programme is to promote
the implementation and use of IT as an enabling
technology to re-engineer the construction process.
20% of the budget are used for research ingtitutes
and universities, 80% are for the industrial projects.
The five main areas in the projects are:

¢+ Re-engineering of the construction process

+ Implementation of IT as apart of the process

¢+ Information sharing

¢+ Useof information networks

+ Life cycle information management

Vera

20 80

The programme is a framework for projects, which
are mainly coming from the AEC/FM industry as a
part of their business strategy. The goal of a project
should always include also commercial benefits for
the partners. We see that the key people for the
development of AEC/FM industry are the building
owners and facility managers, because they are the
ones who can set new requirements for the other
partners and in the long run they will get the most
benefits.

AEC/FM

Vera
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AEC/FM

The key technologies for our goals are product data
models and object orientated software. The
programme is supporting software development
only if data sharing and networking are in the scope.
All projects connected to the data sharing must also
support IFC (Industry Foundation Classes).

Vera

IFC

Finland has arelatively long history in product data
modelling. We started the early Ratas projects
already in mid 80's. They produced many good
ideas and know-how in research, but very few
software products. The reason for this was mainly
the small size of the market in Finland and the lack
of OO programming tools at that time. When Al
started as an international project it was natural for
us to join the organisation because our AEC/FM
industry knew what product data modelling could
bring to the processes if the software companies
could produce real tools. At the moment aready 7
companies are in Finland implementing IFC in their
software and the total number of projects in Vera
programmeis 46.
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Web-addresses:
IAl VERA
http://www.tekes.fi/english/programm/prod/veral Al
Nordic Chapter
AEC/FM http://www.vtt.fi/cic/nia
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